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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to school! We hope you all enjoyed a relaxing Easter break and are ready to embrace 

the exciting opportunities that lie ahead this term. 

As we settle into our routines, I'd like to draw your attention to some important matters that require our 

collective focus and support. 

 

Our Year 6 pupils are embarking on a crucial phase of their primary education journey. With SATs on the 

horizon and the transition to high school approaching, this year demands significant effort and dedica-

tion from our young learners. I'm delighted to report that our Year 6 cohort has shown remarkable focus 

and enthusiasm towards their studies, embodying the spirit of lifelong learning we aim to instil at Hand-

ford Hall. 

 

To further support our Year 6 pupils, we've implemented additional morning Booster Classes, which have 

been running since February. These sessions, starting at 8:00 am, provide extra guidance and practice to 

ensure our pupils are well-prepared for the challenges ahead. The commitment shown by our pupils in 

attending these early morning sessions is truly commendable and reflects their determination to suc-

ceed. 

 

I'd like to remind everyone that the Year 6 SATs will take place during the week beginning 12th May 2025, 

from Monday to Thursday. We're confident that our pupils will approach these assessments with the 

same enthusiasm and dedication they've demonstrated throughout the year. 

 

Shifting our focus to a matter that affects us all, I want to emphasise the critical importance of attend-

ance and punctuality. At Handford Hall, we're deeply committed to ensuring every child receives their 

full entitlement to education. We understand that various circumstances can sometimes make regular 

attendance challenging, which is why we're dedicated to working closely with families to address and 

overcome any potential barriers. 

 

I'm thrilled to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the families who have been supporting our ambitious 

drive to achieve 97% attendance and above. Your efforts in ensuring your children attend school every 

day, on time, are making a significant impact in reducing our persistent absence figures. This commit-

ment not only benefits your child's education but also contributes to the positive learning environment 

we strive to maintain for all our pupils. 

 

Your ongoing support and partnership in these endeavours are invaluable. Together, we're creating an 

environment where every child can thrive, learn, and reach their full potential. 

 

Thank you for your continued dedication to our school community. Let's make this term another success-

ful chapter in our Handford Hall story. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Blake 
Headteacher  

Headteacher Update 



End of Spring Term Stars: 



Term dates for 2024/25 
 

 

Summer term 2025 

 

Tuesday 22nd April - school 

starts 

 

 

Half term - 26.05-30.05.2025 

 

 

 

Friday 18th July - last day of 

school  (end of term) 

  

                                                                                                                        

April 2025  

Attendance figures 

RC 

97% 

RB 

92% 

1L 

93% 

1M 

95% 

2B 

98% 

2SM 

92% 

3A 

96% 

3B 

97% 

4S 

97% 

4W 

94% 

5B 

97% 

5G 

93% 

6H 

94% 

6P 

94% 

School end of 
year target 

97% 



 

 

Planning ahead to avoid fixed 

term penalties  
 

This academic year , we are finishing school on  
Friday 18th July 2025 (18.07.2025).  

 

In the academic year 2025/26 school starts on 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 (3.09.2025), there-

fore parent will have 6 weeks and 2 days (47 days) of 

the summer holidays.  

 

If you are planning to travel abroad, please start planning now to avoid paying 

high prices for your flight tickets and return to school on time in September.  
 



Working together in securing the best possible attendance  

 

Pupil absences/term time holidays/visiting relatives abroad/renewing 

passports abroad 
 

At Orwell Multi Academy Trust, we expect all children to be in school every day, unless they 

are too ill to attend.  

 

Following government attendance guidelines, term time holidays, visiting relatives abroad dur-

ing term time, renewing passports abroad during term time will not be authorised and will re-

sult in a fine. Unauthorised absences will also result in legal intervention.  

 

Every school in the Trust has staff who can support you with your child’s attendance, so we ask 

that you work with us to ensure that your child is in school, on time, every day.  

Handford Hall School Uniform  

Please ensure children do not wear PE kit on their PE days, thank you  



What to bring to school    What not to bring to school    

HH School book bag No rucksacks if possible please 

Bottle of water  No fizzy drinks or sweets please 

HH PE kit in PE bag No bikes/scooters /home toys please 
         

Packed lunch if required (KS2 only) No pencils cases please 

2024/25 HH protocols  

Start time School gates open 8.30 

School gates close 8.40 

 

End time School gates open 3.30 (Mon– Thurs) 

School gates close 3.45 (Mon– Thurs) 

 

School gates open 1.00 (Fri) 

School gates close 1.15 (Fri) 

School office opening hours for parents  8.30-9.30 (Mon—Fri) 

3.00-4.00 (Mon—Thurs) 

 

1.00-2.00 (Fri) 

Lunches for Reception, Year 1 and Year 

2 (Universal Free School Meals) 

From September 2023 pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have 

school dinners or school packed lunches. 

 

No home packed lunches. 

Pupils’ mobile phones  Pupils’ mobile phones will not be allowed on school premises. 

Bringing/collecting pupils to/from school Only parents and identified by the families adults (18 years +) will be 

allowed to bring and collect children to and from school. 

 

No under-age siblings/under-age family members are permitted to 

bring/collect pupils to/from school. 

Pupils walking to school/walking home 

on their own 

Year 6 pupils can apply for permission to walk to school/home on their 

own. 

 

Please request forms at the school office, thank you. 


